
Unraveling the Mystery of the French Angel
Letter 14: A Tale of Love, Intrigue, and
Espionage
Amidst the tumultuous events of the French Revolution, a mysterious
document emerged that has captivated historians and cryptographers for
centuries: the French Angel Letter 14. Discovered in 1793, this enigmatic
letter has long been a subject of intense speculation and debate, as it is
believed to contain coded communications between Marie Antoinette, the
last queen of France, and her alleged lover, Count Axel von Fersen, a
Swedish aristocrat and military officer.
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The Discovery of the Letter

The letter was discovered by a French police officer named Jean-Jacques
Fouquier-Tinville, who was responsible for investigating the royal family's
correspondence during the Revolution. The letter was found in the
possession of the Comte de Mercy-Argenteau, the Austrian ambassador to
France. It was addressed to "My Angel" and signed "Marie Antoinette de
France." The letter was written in a code that was unknown to the
authorities at the time.

The Cipher Key

Accompanying the letter was a cipher key, which was written on the side of
the page. The key consisted of 128 characters, each representing a
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different letter or symbol. The key was used to encode the letter's contents,
making it impossible for unauthorized individuals to read it without knowing
the key.

Historical Context

The letter was written during a period of great turmoil in France. The
Revolution had begun in 1789, and the monarchy was under threat. Marie
Antoinette and her husband, King Louis XVI, were imprisoned in the
Tuileries Palace. Count von Fersen, who was a close friend of the queen,
had fled France but remained in communication with her.

The Enigma of the Letter

The contents of the letter have been the subject of much speculation.
Some historians believe that it contains evidence of a love affair between
Marie Antoinette and Count von Fersen. Others believe that it is simply a
coded message that was used to communicate secret information about
the political situation in France.

Attempts at Deciphering the Letter

Numerous attempts have been made to decipher the letter's contents. In
1817, a French cryptographer named Etienne Bazeries claimed to have
cracked the code. However, his solution was later discredited. In 1891,
another French cryptographer named Maurice Barrès claimed to have
deciphered the letter, but his solution was also rejected by most experts.

In 1991, a team of German cryptographers led by Klaus Schmeh claimed to
have finally cracked the code. Schmeh's team used a computer to analyze
the letter's contents and the cipher key. They concluded that the letter



contained a coded message from Marie Antoinette to Count von Fersen, in
which she expressed her love for him and her fears for her family.

Controversy and Debate

Schmeh's solution has been controversial, and some experts have
questioned its accuracy. Several other cryptographers have attempted to
decipher the letter, but no consensus has been reached. The mystery of
the French Angel Letter 14 remains unsolved.

Significance of the Letter

The French Angel Letter 14 is a fascinating and enigmatic historical
document. It is a testament to the power of cryptography and the enduring
mystery that surrounds the French Revolution. The letter has been the
subject of numerous books, articles, and even a television drama. It
continues to captivate historians and cryptographers alike, and it remains
one of the most famous unsolved mysteries in history.

The French Angel Letter 14 is a reminder of the complex and often
contradictory nature of history. It is a story of love, intrigue, and espionage,
and it offers a glimpse into the lives of some of the most famous and
enigmatic figures of the French Revolution. The mystery of the letter
remains unsolved, but it continues to fascinate and inspire us today.
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