
Unlocking the Power of Stories: An Inspiring
Journey Fueled by Jella Lepman's Legacy
Stories possess an extraordinary ability to captivate hearts, ignite
imaginations, and transform lives. They have the power to bridge divides,
foster empathy, and inspire generations. The remarkable work of Jella
Lepman, a pioneer in the field of children's literature, stands as a testament
to the transformative power of storytelling. This article delves into the
legacy of Jella Lepman, her groundbreaking initiatives, and their enduring
impact on the world of literacy and beyond.

The Early Life and Education of Jella Lepman

Jella Lepman was born on May 12, 1891, in Stuttgart, Germany. From a
young age, she displayed an unyielding passion for literature and the arts.
Her insatiable curiosity led her to pursue studies in German literature, art
history, and social work at the University of Heidelberg.
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A Chance Encounter with a Jewish Librarian

In 1914, a life-changing encounter with a Jewish librarian named Lilly
Heinemann sparked within Lepman a profound understanding of the
importance of providing access to books for all children. During a visit to a
children's library in Stuttgart, she witnessed the devastating impact of book
burnings on the Jewish community. This experience ignited a lifelong
commitment to defending the freedom of expression and ensuring that
every child had the opportunity to experience the joy of reading.

The Founding of the International Youth Library (IYL)

In the aftermath of World War II, Jella Lepman dedicated herself to creating
a better world for children. In 1949, she founded the International Youth
Library (IYL) in Munich, Germany. The purpose of the IYL was to provide
an international platform for children's literature and foster understanding
among young people from different cultures.

The IYL quickly became a beacon of hope and a symbol of reconciliation in
postwar Europe. It housed a collection of over 250,000 books in multiple
languages, making it one of the largest and most comprehensive
collections of children's literature in the world.

The Traveling Exhibitions: Bringing Books to the Children

One of the most innovative initiatives undertaken by the IYL was the
creation of traveling exhibitions. These exhibitions, filled with carefully
curated books, were sent to countries around the world, bringing the magic
of storytelling to children who may not have had access to libraries.

Through the traveling exhibitions, Jella Lepman reached millions of children
and ignited a passion for reading in their hearts. These exhibitions played a



pivotal role in promoting literacy and fostering a spirit of international
cooperation.

The White Ravens: Recognizing Excellence in Children's Literature

In 1953, Jella Lepman established the White Ravens catalog to recognize
and celebrate outstanding children's books from around the world. This
prestigious catalog showcased books that met the highest standards of
literary excellence, artistic merit, and diversity.

The White Ravens catalog became an invaluable resource for librarians,
educators, and parents seeking to provide children with the best possible
literature. It has served as a guide to literary excellence, helping to shape
generations of readers.

The International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY)

Jella Lepman was a driving force behind the creation of the International
Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) in 1953. IBBY is a global
organization that promotes literacy and international cooperation through
the power of children's literature.

Through IBBY, Jella Lepman brought together individuals from over 70
countries to share ideas, advocate for children's reading rights, and
promote the creation of high-quality literature for young people.

The Legacy of Jella Lepman

Jella Lepman passed away in 1971, leaving behind an indelible mark on
the world of children's literature and beyond. Her vision for a world where
every child has access to books and the opportunity to experience the
transformative power of storytelling continues to inspire generations.



The International Youth Library, the White Ravens catalog, and IBBY stand
as enduring testaments to her unwavering commitment to literacy, peace,
and international understanding.

Jella Lepman's life and work serve as a powerful reminder of the
transformative power of stories and the importance of providing access to
books for all children. Her legacy challenges us to continue her work,
advocating for the freedom of expression and ensuring that every child has
the opportunity to unlock the world of imagination and discovery through
the magic of storytelling. As we navigate the challenges of the 21st century,
let us draw inspiration from the unwavering spirit of Jella Lepman and
pledge to make the world a more literate, compassionate, and hopeful
place for all children.
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