
Thinking in an Emergency: Making Ethical
Decisions for the Greater Good
In the face of an emergency, time is of the essence and decisions must be
made quickly. But what if the decisions you make have life-or-death
consequences? How can you be sure you're making the right choices?
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In her book Thinking in an Emergency, Nancy Sherman examines the
ethical dilemmas faced by individuals and organizations in emergency
situations. She provides a framework for ethical decision-making and
explores the importance of values in decision-making.

Sherman argues that the first step in ethical decision-making is to identify
the values that are at stake. What is most important to you in this situation?
Are you concerned with preserving life, protecting property, or maintaining
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order? Once you know your values, you can begin to weigh the different
options and make a decision that is consistent with your values.

Of course, there is no guarantee that you will always make the "right"
decision. In an emergency, there is often no easy answer. However, by
following a structured approach to ethical decision-making, you can
increase the likelihood that you will make the best possible decision in a
difficult situation.

Ethical Dilemmas in Emergency Situations

Emergency situations often present us with ethical dilemmas. These are
situations in which there is no easy answer and any decision we make will
have negative consequences. For example, a doctor may have to decide
whether to save the life of a patient who is likely to die or to save the lives
of several other patients who are more likely to survive. A police officer may
have to decide whether to use deadly force to stop a suspect who is posing
a threat to others. A disaster relief worker may have to decide how to
allocate scarce resources among a large number of people in need.

There is no one-size-fits-all answer to these ethical dilemmas. The best
decision in one situation may not be the best decision in another. However,
there are some general principles that can help us to make ethical
decisions in emergency situations.

Principles of Ethical Decision-Making in Emergencies

The following principles can help you to make ethical decisions in
emergency situations:



1. Identify the values that are at stake. What is most important to you
in this situation? Are you concerned with preserving life, protecting
property, or maintaining order? Once you know your values, you can
begin to weigh the different options and make a decision that is
consistent with your values.

2. Consider the consequences of your actions. What are the likely
outcomes of each of the options you are considering? How will your
decision affect the people involved? It is important to consider both the
short-term and long-term consequences of your actions.

3. Be fair and impartial. Do not let your personal biases or prejudices
influence your decision. Treat everyone involved in the situation with
respect and fairness.

4. Be accountable for your decisions. Be prepared to explain your
decision to others and to take responsibility for the consequences of
your actions.

Making ethical decisions in emergency situations is not easy. However, by
following these principles, you can increase the likelihood that you will
make the best possible decision in a difficult situation.

The Importance of Values in Decision-Making

Our values play a critical role in the decisions we make, especially in
emergency situations. Our values are the beliefs and principles that guide
our behavior. They help us to determine what is important to us and what
we are willing to fight for.



When we are faced with an ethical dilemma, our values can help us to
make the right decision. For example, if we value human life, we will be
more likely to make decisions that protect life. If we value justice, we will be
more likely to make decisions that are fair and impartial.

It is important to be aware of our values and to understand how they
influence our decision-making. By ng so, we can make better decisions,
both in emergency situations and in our everyday lives.

Thinking in an Emergency is a valuable resource for anyone who wants to
make ethical decisions in emergency situations. Sherman provides a clear
and concise framework for ethical decision-making and explores the
importance of values in decision-making. This book is a must-read for
anyone who works in emergency management, disaster response, or any
other field where they may be faced with ethical dilemmas.
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