
The Queer History of the Women's Suffrage
Movement: Uncovering Hidden Stories
The fight for women's suffrage in the United States was a complex and
multifaceted movement that spanned decades and involved countless
individuals. While the contributions of many women are well-known, the
role of queer women has often been overlooked or erased from the
historical record.
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In recent years, scholars and activists have begun to shed light on the
queer history of the suffrage movement, revealing the significant
contributions of lesbian, bisexual, and transgender women.

Pioneering Activists

One of the most prominent queer women in the suffrage movement was
Alice Paul. Paul was a radical activist who founded the National Woman's
Party in 1916. The NWP advocated for a militant approach to suffrage,
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including picketing the White House and engaging in hunger strikes. Paul's
leadership and determination were instrumental in securing the passage of
the 19th Amendment, which granted women the right to vote.

Another influential queer suffragist was Henrietta Lacks. Lacks was a black
woman whose cervical cancer cells were used to create the HeLa cell line,
which has been used in countless medical research projects. Lacks was
never compensated for her cells, and she died from cancer in 1951.
However, her story has come to symbolize the resilience and contributions
of queer women of color to the suffrage movement and beyond.

Unsung Heroes

In addition to these well-known figures, there were countless queer women
who worked behind the scenes to support the suffrage movement. These
women organized rallies, wrote speeches, and distributed propaganda.
They also provided financial support and emotional encouragement to their
fellow activists.

One example of an unsung hero of the suffrage movement is Pauli Murray.
Murray was a black lesbian attorney who worked tirelessly for civil rights
and women's suffrage. She was a founding member of the National Black
Women's Caucus and the co-author of the Equal Rights Amendment.
Murray's work helped to shape the suffrage movement and the broader
fight for equality.

Intersectionality and the Suffrage Movement

The queer history of the suffrage movement is also a story of
intersectionality. Queer women faced multiple forms of discrimination,
including sexism, homophobia, and racism. As a result, they often had to



navigate complex and challenging relationships with the white, middle-class
women who dominated the suffrage movement.

Despite these challenges, queer women played a vital role in the fight for
women's suffrage. Their contributions helped to shape the movement and
the broader struggle for equality. Their stories deserve to be remembered
and celebrated.

The queer history of the women's suffrage movement is a complex and
multifaceted story. It is a story of courage, determination, and resilience. It
is also a story of intersectionality and the challenges that queer women
faced in the fight for equality.

By uncovering these hidden stories, we can gain a deeper understanding of
the suffrage movement and the role that queer women played in shaping
American history.
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