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A House Divided

The Civil War was a conflict that tore the United States apart, pitting brother
against brother and leaving an enduring legacy on the nation. The causes
of the war were complex, but at its heart lay the issue of slavery. In the
years leading up to the war, the debate over slavery had become
increasingly bitter, with abolitionists in the North demanding an end to the
practice and southerners fiercely defending their right to own slaves.

The election of Abraham Lincoln as president in 1860 was the spark that
ignited the war. Lincoln was a staunch opponent of slavery, and his election
convinced many southerners that their way of life was under threat. In
December 1860, South Carolina seceded from the Union, and by February
1861, six other southern states had followed suit.

The Outbreak of War

On April 12, 1861, Confederate forces attacked Fort Sumter in Charleston
Harbor, South Carolina. The Union garrison at the fort surrendered after 34
hours of bombardment, and the Civil War had begun.

The early months of the war were marked by a series of Union victories. In
July 1861, Union forces captured Washington, D.C., and in March 1862,
they captured New Orleans. However, the Confederate army, led by
General Robert E. Lee, proved to be a formidable foe. In June 1862, Lee's
army defeated the Union army at the Battle of Seven Pines, and in July
1863, he won a decisive victory at the Battle of Gettysburg.
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Gettysburg was a turning point in the war. After Gettysburg, the Union army
began to gain the upper hand. In July 1864, General Ulysses S. Grant
captured the Confederate stronghold of Vicksburg, Mississippi, and in
September 1864, General William Tecumseh Sherman began his famous
March to the Sea, which devastated the Confederate economy.

The Surrender of the Confederacy

By the spring of 1865, the Confederate army was on the verge of collapse.
Lee's army was trapped at Petersburg, Virginia, and Grant's army was
closing in. On April 9, 1865, Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox Court
House. The Civil War was over.

The Legacy of the War

The Civil War was a long and bloody conflict that cost the lives of over
600,000 Americans. The war had a profound impact on the United States,
both politically and socially. The war led to the abolition of slavery, the
reunification of the country, and the strengthening of the federal
government. However, the war also left a legacy of bitterness and division
that continues to resonate today.

The Civil War is a complex and fascinating chapter in American history. It is
a story of courage, sacrifice, and triumph, but it is also a story of tragedy
and loss. The war left an enduring legacy on the United States, and its
lessons continue to be relevant today.

Additional Resources

* [The Civil War Trust](https://www.civilwar.org/) * [The National Park
Service: The Civil War](https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/) * [The Library of
Congress: The Civil War]



(https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/civilwar.html) * [The
Smithsonian Institution: The Civil War](https://www.si.edu/exhibitions/civil-
war)
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