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The Cherokee Strip Land Run of 1893 was a pivotal event in American
history. It was the largest land run in U.S. history, and it resulted in the
settlement of the Cherokee Outlet, a 6.5 million-acre tract of land in
present-day Oklahoma. The land run was a race for land, heritage, and
history, and it had a profound impact on the development of the American
West.

The Cherokee Outlet
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The Cherokee Outlet was a strip of land that was originally part of the
Cherokee Nation. In 1866, the U.S. government purchased the outlet from
the Cherokee Nation for $97,000. The outlet was then opened to white
settlement in 1893.

The Cherokee Outlet was a vast and rugged land. It was covered in
tallgrass prairie, and it was home to a variety of wildlife, including bison,
elk, and antelope. The outlet was also home to a number of Native
American tribes, including the Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Kiowa.

The Land Run

The Cherokee Strip Land Run began at noon on September 16, 1893.
Over 100,000 people lined up at the starting line, eager to claim a piece of
the Cherokee Outlet. The starting gun fired, and the race was on.

The land run was a mad dash across the prairie. Claimants rode on
horseback, in wagons, and on foot. They raced to claim the best land, and
they often clashed with each other along the way. Within hours, the entire
Cherokee Outlet had been claimed.

The land run was a chaotic event, but it was also a historic one. It marked
the end of the frontier in the American West, and it led to the settlement of
one of the last great tracts of unclaimed land in the United States.

The Impact of the Land Run

The Cherokee Strip Land Run had a profound impact on the development
of the American West. It led to the settlement of Oklahoma, and it helped to
shape the culture of the region. The land run also played a role in the



development of the American cowboy, and it inspired countless stories and
legends.

The Cherokee Strip Land Run is a reminder of the pioneering spirit that
helped to build the United States. It is a story of courage, determination,
and adventure. It is a story that continues to inspire us today.

Legacy of the Cherokee Strip

The Cherokee Strip Land Run left a lasting legacy on the state of
Oklahoma. The land run led to the establishment of many new towns and
cities, including Oklahoma City, Tulsa, and Enid. It also brought a diverse
population to the state, including farmers, ranchers, businessmen, and
Native Americans.

The Cherokee Strip Land Run is still celebrated in Oklahoma today. Every
year, the state hosts a Land Run Festival to commemorate the event. The
festival features a variety of activities, including a reenactment of the land
run, a rodeo, and a parade.

The Cherokee Strip Land Run is a significant event in American history. It is
a story of courage, determination, and adventure. It is a story that
continues to inspire us today.

Additional Resources

Land Runs: The Cherokee Strip

Land Runs in Oklahoma

Cherokee Strip Land Run National Historic Site
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