
George Mason: The Forgotten Founder Jeff
Broadwater
George Mason, a prominent figure during the American Revolution, is often
overshadowed by his more well-known contemporaries. However, his
invaluable contributions to the founding of the United States render him
deserving of recognition as a "forgotten founder." This article delves into the
life, ideas, and legacy of Jeff Broadwater, shedding light on his pivotal role
in shaping the nation's foundational principles.

Early Life and Education

George Mason was born on December 11, 1725, into a wealthy planter
family in Fairfax County, Virginia. His privileged upbringing provided him
with access to an exceptional education. He studied law and philosophy,
developing a deep understanding of classical and Enlightenment thought.
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Mason's intellectual pursuits extended beyond formal schooling. He was an
avid reader and spent countless hours poring over books on history,
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politics, and law. His thirst for knowledge and keen analytical mind shaped
his political philosophy and helped him articulate some of the most
influential ideas of the time.

Political Career

Mason's political career began in the Virginia House of Burgesses in 1759.
As a delegate, he emerged as a vocal advocate for the rights of Virginians
and an ardent opponent of British colonial policies. His speeches in the
House, marked by their eloquence and principled arguments, made him a
respected voice in the colony.

In 1776, Mason was elected to the Virginia Convention, which adopted the
Virginia Declaration of Rights, a document drafted primarily by Mason
himself. This declaration became a model for the Declaration of
Independence and included Mason's famous "Bill of Rights," which outlined
fundamental individual liberties.

Mason's belief in the importance of religious freedom and property rights
influenced his work in the Constitutional Convention. He was a staunch
supporter of the Bill of Rights, arguing that it was essential for safeguarding
the rights of citizens. His contributions to shaping the Constitution's
framework of checks and balances and the establishment of a strong
federal government demonstrate his commitment to balancing individual
liberty with effective governance.

The Virginia Plan

In 1787, Mason presented the Virginia Plan to the Constitutional
Convention. This proposal, drafted primarily by James Madison, outlined a
framework for a new federal government with three branches: executive,



legislative, and judicial. It also proposed a bicameral legislature with
representation based on population.

Mason's support for the Virginia Plan was driven by his belief in a strong
central government capable of protecting American interests abroad and
suppressing internal unrest. He argued that a federal government with
limited but clearly defined powers would safeguard individual rights while
ensuring the nation's stability and prosperity.

Other Contributions

Beyond his role in the drafting of the Constitution, Mason made significant
contributions to American history. He served as a delegate to the Annapolis
Convention in 1786, which laid the groundwork for the Constitutional
Convention. He also played a key role in the ratification of the Constitution
in Virginia, ensuring its acceptance in his home state.

Mason's ideas and writings influenced many future American leaders.
Thomas Jefferson, who wrote the Declaration of Independence,
acknowledged Mason as one of the "great geniuses" of the American
Revolution. His work shaped American legal and political thought,
cementing his legacy as a foundational figure in the nation's history.

Legacy

George Mason's contributions to the founding of the United States are
undeniable. His advocacy for individual liberties, his role in drafting the
Virginia Declaration of Rights and the Constitution, and his unwavering
support for a strong federal government have shaped the nation's identity
and legal framework.



Despite his vital contributions, Mason's name is often left out of the
pantheon of well-known founders. This oversight may be attributed to his
selfless nature and his preference for working behind the scenes. However,
his legacy continues to inspire future generations, reminding them of the
principles that shaped the American experiment.

George Mason, the "forgotten founder," played a pivotal role in forging the
United States into the nation it is today. His ideas, his unwavering
commitment to liberty, and his dedication to good governance left an
enduring mark on the nation's foundation. While his name may not be as
well-known as some of his contemporaries, his contributions deserve
recognition and remembrance. By shining a light on his life and legacy, we
can fully appreciate the depth of his contributions to the shaping of our
nation and ensure that his ideas continue to resonate with generations to
come.
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