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The Football Development Index (FDI) is a tool that measures and ranks
the development of football in different countries. It was created by the
CIES Football Observatory in 2017 and is based on a comprehensive set of
indicators that cover all aspects of football development, from the
grassroots to the elite level.

The FDI is a valuable tool for understanding the state of football
development around the world and for identifying areas where
improvements can be made. It is also used by football associations, clubs,
and academies to benchmark their progress and to learn from best
practices.
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Rationale

The FDI is based on the premise that football development is a complex
process that involves a wide range of factors, from the quality of coaching
and infrastructure to the level of participation and the strength of the
domestic league.

The FDI seeks to capture all of these factors in a single, comprehensive
index. By ng so, it provides a valuable tool for understanding the state of
football development around the world and for identifying areas where
improvements can be made.

Methodology

The FDI is calculated using a total of 15 indicators, which are grouped into
four main categories:

Youth development (5 indicators)

Professional football (4 indicators)

Governance and infrastructure (3 indicators)

Financial resources (3 indicators)

Each indicator is assigned a weight based on its importance, and the
overall FDI score is calculated by summing the weighted scores of all 15
indicators.

The data used to calculate the FDI is collected from a variety of sources,
including FIFA, UEFA, national football associations, and clubs.



Application

The FDI can be used for a variety of purposes, including:

Assessing the state of football development in a particular
country

Comparing the football development efforts of different countries

Identifying areas where improvements can be made

Benchmarking progress over time

informing policy decisions

The FDI has been used by a variety of stakeholders, including:

Football associations

Clubs

Academies

Researchers

Policy makers

Limitations and Challenges

The FDI is a valuable tool, but it has some limitations. First, it is based on a
limited number of indicators. This means that it may not capture all aspects
of football development.

Second, the data used to calculate the FDI is not always complete or
accurate. This can lead to errors in the index.



Third, the FDI is a static measure. It does not capture changes in football
development over time. This can make it difficult to track progress or to
identify trends.

Despite these limitations, the FDI is a valuable tool for understanding the
state of football development around the world. It provides a
comprehensive overview of the key factors that contribute to football
development, and it can be used to identify areas where improvements can
be made.

Future Research

There are a number of areas where future research on the FDI could be
beneficial. First, research could be conducted to identify additional
indicators that could be used to calculate the index. This would help to
make the index more comprehensive and accurate.

Second, research could be conducted to develop a dynamic FDI. This
would allow the index to capture changes in football development over
time. This would make the index more useful for tracking progress and
identifying trends.

Third, research could be conducted to explore the relationship between the
FDI and other measures of football development, such as the FIFA World
Ranking. This would help to understand the validity of the FDI and to
identify its strengths and weaknesses.

The FDI is a valuable tool for understanding the state of football
development around the world. However, there are a number of areas
where future research could be beneficial. By addressing these limitations,



the FDI can be made even more useful for assessing and comparing
football development efforts.

The FDI is a valuable tool for understanding the state of football
development around the world. It provides a comprehensive overview of
the key factors that contribute to football development, and it can be used
to identify areas where improvements can be made.

However, the FDI is a static measure. It does not capture changes in
football development over time. This can make it difficult to track progress
or to identify trends.

Future research could be conducted to develop a dynamic FDI. This would
allow the index to capture changes in football development over time. This
would make the index more useful for tracking progress and identifying
trends.

The FDI is a valuable tool, but it has some limitations. By addressing these
limitations, the FDI can be made even more useful for assessing and
comparing football development efforts.
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