
Fishbone: A Haunting and Heartbreaking Tale
of Survival by Gary Paulsen

Gary Paulsen's Fishbone is a powerful and unforgettable novel about the
indomitable spirit of a young boy who faces unimaginable hardships with
unwavering determination and resilience.
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The story follows Cole Matthews, a 13-year-old boy who embarks on a solo
fishing trip in the remote Alaskan wilderness. However, disaster strikes
when he is caught in a sudden storm and nearly drowns. Miraculously, he
manages to cling to a fishbone and is washed ashore on a desolate island.

With no food, shelter, or any means of escape, Cole is forced to confront
the harsh realities of survival. He must find ways to fend for himself and
stay alive against the unforgiving elements and dangerous wildlife.

As days turn into weeks, Cole's physical and mental limits are tested to
their breaking point. He experiences hunger, thirst, fear, and loneliness.
Yet, through it all, he clings to the glimmer of hope that one day he will be
rescued.

Cole's only companion is a small fishbone that he found on the beach. It
serves as a constant reminder of his desperate situation and the fragility of
his life. He uses the fishbone as a tool, a weapon, and a talisman that
brings him solace and strength.

Throughout the novel, Paulsen paints a vivid and harrowing portrait of
Cole's struggle to survive. He describes in detail the challenges Cole faces,
the emotions he experiences, and the unyielding determination that keeps
him going.

As Cole's physical condition deteriorates, his mind becomes a battleground
of hope and despair. He flashes back to his past, reliving painful memories
and seeking comfort in the hope of his eventual rescue.
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Paulsen's writing is both lyrical and haunting, capturing the beauty and
brutality of the Alaskan wilderness and the complexities of Cole's inner
journey. He uses evocative language to paint vivid images of Cole's
surroundings and to convey the intense emotions he experiences.

Fishbone is more than just a survival story; it is a profound exploration of
the human spirit and the power of hope. It is a testament to the incredible
resilience and adaptability of children, even in the face of overwhelming
adversity.

The novel's title, Fishbone, is both literal and symbolic. It represents Cole's
physical and emotional connection to the wilderness and the desperate
hope that sustains him throughout his ordeal.

Fishbone was a critical and commercial success upon its release in 1987. It
won numerous awards, including the Newbery Medal, the Boston Globe-
Horn Book Award, and the National Book Award for Young People's
Literature.

The novel has since become a classic of children's literature and is still
widely read and taught in schools today. It continues to inspire readers with
its powerful message of survival and the indomitable spirit of hope.

In addition to its literary merits, Fishbone is also an important work of
environmental literature. It raises awareness about the fragility of the
wilderness and the importance of protecting it.

Fishbone is a haunting, heartbreaking, and ultimately uplifting story that will
stay with readers long after they finish it. It is a powerful reminder of the



strength of the human spirit and the resilience that can be found even in the
darkest of times.
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