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The British Museum, a treasure trove of human history and cultural
heritage, houses a captivating collection of ancient Egyptian artifacts that
shed light on the civilization's rich beliefs, rituals, and daily life. Among the
museum's most intriguing exhibits are Hammy and Gerbee, two mummified
cats that offer a tantalizing glimpse into the sacred status cats held in
ancient Egypt.

Hammy: A Beloved Companion in the Afterlife

Hammy, the larger of the two mummies, was discovered in a tomb at
Thebes, the ancient capital of Egypt. Radiocarbon dating suggests that
Hammy lived around 1500 BC during the New Kingdom period. This well-
preserved feline, wrapped in linen and adorned with intricate amulets, was
likely a cherished pet that accompanied its owner into the afterlife.

Gerbee: A Symbol of Divine Protection

Gerbee, the smaller mummy, was found in a tomb at Abydos, another
significant religious center. Gerbee's mummification process was more
elaborate, indicating its high status. The cat's body was carefully wrapped
in linen and adorned with a bronze collar inlaid with lapis lazuli and
turquoise. Hieroglyphs inscribed on the collar identify Gerbee as a sacred
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offering to Bastet, the ancient Egyptian goddess of cats, fertility, and
protection.

Rituals and Beliefs Surrounding Cat Mummification

The mummification of cats was an elaborate and meticulous process that
reflected the ancient Egyptians' belief in the afterlife. Cats were considered
sacred animals associated with the goddess Bastet. It was believed that
mummifying a cat would ensure its safe passage into the afterlife, where it
could continue to serve its owner or act as a divine protector.

Animal Mummies: A Reflection of Ancient Beliefs

The practice of animal mummification was not limited to cats. Ancient
Egyptians mummified various animals, including dogs, birds, and even
crocodiles. Each animal held a specific religious significance and was
believed to possess divine qualities. The mummification process varied
depending on the animal's species and status.

The Significance of Hammy and Gerbee

Hammy and Gerbee are exceptional examples of ancient Egyptian
craftsmanship and religious beliefs. Their mummified remains provide
valuable insights into the feline's sacred status and the intricate burial
rituals performed in ancient Egypt. These mummies serve as tangible links
to a distant civilization, offering a glimpse into their reverence for animals
and their intricate understanding of the afterlife.

The mummified cats Hammy and Gerbee, showcased at the British
Museum, stand as enigmatic testaments to the ancient Egyptian
civilization's profound reverence for cats. Their mummification reflects the
belief in the afterlife and the meticulous rituals associated with ensuring a



safe passage for the deceased. Hammy and Gerbee offer a captivating
glimpse into a world where animals held sacred significance and where the
boundary between life and death was blurred by religious beliefs and
practices.

Hammy and Gerbee: Mummies at the Museum
by Wong Herbert Yee

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 62660 KB
Print length : 112 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

Unlocking the Power of Celebrity Branding: A
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In the ever-evolving marketing landscape, celebrity branding has
emerged as a potent force, captivating audiences and driving brand
success. From...
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The Riggins brothers, Lorenzo "Zo" and Thomas "Tom," are revered as
icons in the annals...
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