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The Holocaust, one of the darkest chapters in human history, has been a
persistent theme in American musical theater. From early works like "The
Diary of Anne Frank" to contemporary musicals like "Indecent," composers
and lyricists have used the musical stage to explore the tragedy of the
Holocaust and its lasting impact on humanity.

Early Representations: "The Diary of Anne Frank" and "Cabaret"

One of the first musicals to grapple with the Holocaust was "The Diary of
Anne Frank," which opened on Broadway in 1955. Based on the real-life
diary of a young Jewish girl who hid from the Nazis during World War II,
"The Diary of Anne Frank" was a powerful and moving tribute to the victims
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of the Holocaust. The musical was a critical and commercial success, and it
has been performed around the world for decades.

Another early musical that dealt with the Holocaust was "Cabaret," which
opened on Broadway in 1966. Set in Berlin in the early 1930s, "Cabaret"
tells the story of a young American woman who falls in love with a German
nightclub performer. As the Nazis rise to power, the couple's relationship is
tested by the growing anti-Semitism in Germany. "Cabaret" was a critical
and commercial success, and it won eight Tony Awards, including Best
Musical.

Contemporary Representations: "Parade" and "Indecent"

In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in musicals about the
Holocaust. In 1998, the musical "Parade" opened on Broadway. "Parade"
tells the true story of Leo Frank, a Jewish factory manager who was falsely
accused of murdering a 13-year-old girl in 1913. Frank was convicted and
sentenced to death, and his case became a national cause célèbre.
"Parade" was a critical and commercial success, and it won two Tony
Awards, including Best Musical.

In 2017, the musical "Indecent" opened on Broadway. "Indecent" tells the
story of the cast and crew of the Yiddish play "God of Vengeance," which
was shut down by the New York Police Department in 1923 on charges of
obscenity. "God of Vengeance" was a groundbreaking play that dealt with
themes of homosexuality and anti-Semitism, and its shutdown was a major
blow to the Yiddish theater community. "Indecent" was a critical and
commercial success, and it won two Tony Awards, including Best Musical.

The Power of Musical Theater



Musicals about the Holocaust have the power to educate and inspire
audiences. They can help us to understand the horrors of the Holocaust
and its lasting impact on humanity. They can also help us to fight against
hatred and intolerance in all its forms.

The American musical stage has a long and rich history of dealing with
difficult and controversial topics. Musicals about the Holocaust are a
testament to the power of the musical theater to educate, inspire, and
change the world.
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