
Buddy Boys: When Good Cops Turn Bad
In the annals of police corruption, few scandals have been as infamous as
the Buddy Boys scandal that plagued the Los Angeles Police Department
in the 1990s. The scandal involved a group of LAPD officers from the
Rampart Division who engaged in a wide range of criminal activities,
including planting evidence, framing suspects, and beating civilians.

The Buddy Boys scandal began in the early 1990s, when a group of
officers from the Rampart Division began to form a close-knit bond. They
called themselves the "Rampart CRASH" team, and they quickly became
known for their aggressive tactics and willingness to use excessive force.
Over time, the CRASH team began to engage in more and more criminal
activities, including planting evidence on suspects, framing innocent
people, and beating civilians.
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The Buddy Boys scandal came to light in 1999, when an LAPD
whistleblower named Rafael Perez came forward with allegations of
widespread corruption within the Rampart Division. Perez's allegations led
to a massive investigation by the LAPD and the FBI, which eventually
resulted in the convictions of dozens of officers.

The Buddy Boys scandal had a profound impact on the LAPD and the city
of Los Angeles. The scandal led to a loss of trust in the police department,
and it forced the LAPD to make major reforms to its policies and
procedures. The scandal also had a national impact, as it raised questions
about the extent of police corruption in the United States.

The Rise of the Buddy Boys

The Buddy Boys scandal did not happen overnight. It was the result of a
series of factors that came together to create a perfect storm of corruption.
One of the most important factors was the LAPD's culture of secrecy and
loyalty. Officers were expected to be loyal to their fellow officers, even if
they knew that they were engaging in criminal activity. This culture of
silence made it difficult for whistleblowers to come forward and report
corruption.

Another factor that contributed to the Buddy Boys scandal was the LAPD's
aggressive crime-fighting tactics. In the 1990s, the LAPD was under
pressure to reduce crime rates, and this pressure led to a more aggressive
approach to policing. Officers were given more discretion to use force, and
they were often praised for making arrests, regardless of whether or not the
arrests were justified.



The combination of a culture of secrecy and loyalty and aggressive crime-
fighting tactics created an environment in which corruption was able to
flourish. The Buddy Boys were able to operate with impunity for years,
because they knew that they could rely on their fellow officers to protect
them.

The Fall of the Buddy Boys

The Buddy Boys scandal began to unravel in 1999, when Rafael Perez
came forward with allegations of widespread corruption within the Rampart
Division. Perez was a decorated officer who had been with the LAPD for
over 10 years. He had a reputation for being a hard-working and dedicated
officer, but he had also seen firsthand the corruption that was taking place
within the Rampart Division.

Perez's allegations led to a massive investigation by the LAPD and the FBI.
The investigation uncovered a wide range of criminal activities, including
planting evidence, framing suspects, and beating civilians. Dozens of
officers were eventually convicted of crimes, including several high-ranking
officers.

The Buddy Boys scandal had a profound impact on the LAPD and the city
of Los Angeles. The scandal led to a loss of trust in the police department,
and it forced the LAPD to make major reforms to its policies and
procedures. The scandal also had a national impact, as it raised questions
about the extent of police corruption in the United States.

The Legacy of the Buddy Boys

The Buddy Boys scandal is a reminder of the dangers of police corruption.
When police officers are given too much power and they are not held



accountable for their actions, they can become a threat to the very people
they are sworn to protect.

The Buddy Boys scandal also highlights the importance of whistleblowers.
Rafael Perez was a courageous whistleblower who risked his career and
his life to expose corruption within the LAPD. His actions helped to bring
about major reforms to the department and to restore trust between the
police and the community.

The Buddy Boys scandal is a complex and tragic story. It is a story of
corruption, betrayal, and redemption. It is also a story of hope, as it shows
that even the most corrupt institutions can be reformed.

Additional Resources

The Los Angeles Times: "The Buddy Boys: A look back at one of
LAPD's darkest chapters"

The New York Times: "LAPD Officers Accused of Planting Evidence,
Framing Suspects"

FBI: "Rampart Corruption Scandal"
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